26        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler to General Birney
Aug. 10th, 8.45
IN case the enemy open as they probably will do tomorrow morning, I would advise that all lie guns at the Water Battery and the Gemat Crow's Nest open upon the Hewlett house. That the two mortars with fuses too long to explode before the shell strikes, try for the rams if they come down. If the one hundred pounder at the Crow's Nest can bear on the ironclads, let her try it. The mortar in Battery Wilcox better bear upon Howlett House. Perhaps the gun at Battery Parsons can reach the iron-clads. A reserve light battery if thrown forward on the bank of the river below the Crow's Nest would sweep Dutch Gap from any land attack by infantry, but you can best judge of this by being on the spot.
BENJ. F. BTJTLEE, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, Aug. 10,1864
WHO has immediate command of troops at Dutch Gap? It will require some one there who cannot be stampeded.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Genl.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs., Aug IQth, 1864, 8 50 P.M.
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, CITY POINT
THAT command is in immediate charge of Major Ludlow of my staff. A gentleman of experience who will not be stampeded. He is now here. I have explained to him all the circumstances, & we shall not leave.
I have been able since I sent to you to decipher the enemy's signals. Put in where the first break is, "Col. Carter is," and where the second is "Cox's overseer's house," which place you will find on the map, and it will read as follows:
"Col. Carter is here engaged in locating artillery at Signal Hill and Cox's overseer's house."
B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comdg.